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INDEPENDENCE DAY
This day, 26th January , is Independence Day,
This observance was quite appropriate when we were
fighting for Independence we had not seen nor handled,
Now! We have handled it and we seem to be disillu-
sioned. At least I am, even if you are not.
What are we celebrating today? Surely not our
disillusionment. We are entitled to celebrate the hope
that the worst is over and that we are on the road to
showing the lowliest of the villager that it means his
freedom from serfdom and that he is no longer a serf
born to serve the cities and towns of India but that he is
destined to exploit the city dwellers for the advertise-
ment of the finished fruits of well-thought out labours,
that he is the salt of the Indian earth, that it means
also equality of all classes and creeds, never the domi-
nation and superiority of the major community over a
minor, however insignificant it may be in number or
influence. Let us not defer the hope and make the heart
sick. Yet what are the strikes and a variety of lawlessness
but a deferring of the hope? These are symptoms of
our sickness and weakness. Let labour realize its dignity
and strength. Capital has neither dignity nor strength
compared to labour. These the man in the street also has.
In a well-ordered democratic society there is no room,
no occasion for lawlessness or strikes. In such a society
there are ample lawful means for vindicating justice.
Violence, veiled or unveiled must be taboo. Strikes
in Cawnpore, coal mines or elsewhere mean material
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